
HIST 4113 Archaic Greece 
Paper 2 (3200-3600 Words) 

Due May 4 by 5 pm 

The Histories of Herodotus are the first great work of western prose, focusing on the Greco-
Persian War of 480-479, but reaching deep into the past so that, as Herodotus explains, the great 
deeds of the Greeks and Barbarians not be forgotten. One group of Greeks who are prominent 
throughout the Histories are the Athenians, both as a people and as famous individuals such as 
Solon, Pisistratus, and Themistocles. For this paper you will analyze how the Athenians are 
portrayed across the Histories.  

Some points you might want to consider: 
• The types of messages and morals Herodotus uses prominent Athenians to 

convey, and how well the Athenians live up to them 
• The values espoused by the Athenians throughout the Histories and how they 

change 
• What elements or actions of Athens Herodotus seems to be positive about 
• What elements or actions of Athens Herodotus seems to be negative about 
• How the Athenians interact with the other Greeks or talk about other Greeks 
• How other Greeks interact with or talk about the Athenians 
• How Athens and the actions of the Athenians compare with other powerful states 

in the Histories 
• How the Athenians change over the course of the Herodotus’s narrative, from the 

time of Solon down to the Persian Wars 

Based on these and any other issues you find relevant, explain Herodotus’s portrayal of Athens in 
the Histories. How positive or critical is it, and what lessons or warnings does Herodotus want his 
readers to take away from it? 

Make sure to support your arguments with citations of specific passages of the Histories. Use 
direct quotes sparingly and when they will specifically illustrate the point you are trying to make. 
Paraphrase when you need to, but try to avoid excessive summary.  Whenever you quote or 
paraphrase, be sure to cite the passage in Herodotus. Cite the Histories parenthetically by book 
and chapter, numbers, e.g. (2.120) or (7.15-14). Don’t forget to put your name and title at the top 
of the first page and a page number at the bottom of every page. Use 1” margins all around and 
Times New Roman or a similar typeface, double-spaced. 

You are to limit yourself to the text of the Histories - do not look at any other sources or 
scholarship. Doing so will result in an automatic F. Papers are due on May 4 by 5 pm. Email your 
paper (in Word, Pages, RTF, or PDF formats) to me, cmuntz@uark.edu. Late papers will not be 
accepted except in cases of documented emergencies.
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