
HIST 4103 Byzantine Empire 
Paper 2 (3200-3600 Words) 

Due December 8 by 5pm 

An important problem that historians regularly face is evaluating multiple accounts of the same 
event from di!erent points of view. Several accounts of the First Crusade survive, including the 
Alexiad of Anna Comnena (11.4-6, pp. 306-315), the Chronicle of Fulcher of Chartres, and the 
Deeds of the Franks (Gesta Francorum), both attached below. Fulcher was a priest who 
accompanied the Crusade and wrote his history several years later. "e author of the Gesta is 
unknown, but he was apparently a knight in the service of Bohemond. Although describing the 
same overall event, the three authors present a!airs very di!erently. For this paper you will 
evaluate and analyze the three accounts of the siege of Antioch. You may wish to consider the 
following issues: 

What events does one author include that are absent from the others?  
What events does one author exclude that are present in the others? 
How are the individual leaders such as Bohemond portrayed? 
How are the motivations of the Crusaders and others presented? 
What role is given to religion and religious devotion? 
How is the discovery Holy Lance (or Nail) depicted? 
How are the Emperor and his role in the siege depicted? 
How are the Turks depicted? 
How is the ultimate success of the siege explained? 

Using the details from the comparison and contrast between the three authors, explain each 
author’s point of view, how they understand the siege of Antioch and the Crusade itself, why they 
portray it the way they do, and what they want their readers to take away from it. You should not 
worry about which author is more historically accurate. 

You are to limit your analysis to the three assigned texts – do not look at modern scholarship or 
other sources.  I want to read what you have to say, not what someone else has to say. Using other 
sources will result in an automatic F on the paper. Note that some names are given di!erently 
between the authors—for instance, Kourpagan, Karbuqa and Corbagath are all the same person 
and Kelts and Franks both refer to the Crusaders—you do not need to worry about this. If you are 
unsure about a name, do not hesitate to ask! 

Use direct quotes sparingly and when they will specifically illustrate the point you are trying to 
make.  Otherwise, paraphrase.  Whenever you are quoting, paraphrasing, or simply referring to 
something an author says cite the particular passage in you paper. Cite by author and page 
number either in the sentence or parenthetically; e.g. “As the Gesta author says on page 68…” or 
“as explained (Anna 309).”  Don’t forget to put a page number at the bottom of the page.  Papers 
should be 3200 words long, double-spaced, with 1” margins all around.  Use Times New Roman or 
a similar font. You do not need to include a bibliography since you are only using sources from 
class. 

Papers are due on December 8 by 5pm. Email them to me at cmuntz@uark.edu. Late papers will 
not be accepted without prior arrangement except in cases of documented emergencies.
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